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of innovation. We see all these projects
going up around town that are soulless,
generic and not very interesting,” Don-
nelly said. “We ultimately coalesced
around a few principles: (1) We would
only do cool, fun projects. (2) We would
always have fun doing it. (3) We would
do things that had some sort of heart
and soul to them — some unique feature.
And that’s the mantra of our group.”

It didn'’t take long for the heart-and-
soul projects to start finding Pursuit
Group. Most recently, the company has
made headlines for its Encore project,
a collection of 20 boutique residences,
complete with a car elevator, at the
corner of Sixth and Tryon streets that
includes the restoration of the historic
Carolina Theatre. The group also just
purchased the historic Grace A.M.E.
Zion Church and neighboring buildings
on Brevard Street and plans to open an
elite child development center by Janu-
ary 2009.

“We'll keep doing more and more of
these projects as long as they fit the basic
model,” Donnelly said, explaining that
“if (a site or project) takes more than
30 seconds (to decide on), it's probably
not for us. ... If it's something we can’t
instantly wrap our heads around or if it

doesn’t create a visceral reaction, we're
not going to be interested in it.”

Filling the void

Donnelly admits he never imagined
Pursuit Group would grow this large
but that he loves the work, his partners
and the fact that they are filling a need.
“To this day there’s a void in Charlotte.
There isn’t anyone singularly focused on
doing cool things,” Donnelly said. “You
see lots of developments and buildings
going up, but you don't see lots of cool
developments. You see things like the
Grace A.M.E. Zion Church sitting there
vacant. That doesn’t make sense to us.
We want to fill a void. This is a cool, hip
town — or it can be — but someone has
to step up and do these things.”

Donnelly stressed that it doesn’t
matter if those things include renovat-
ing a building, establishing a business
or hosting a New Year’s Eve party like
Pursuit Group’s “Cirque du Theatre”
party this year, an evening of Moulin
Rouge-inspired live performers and
music amid the historic walls of the
soon-to-be-restored Carolina Theatre.
“We're not going to constrain ourselves
to think we're a real estate development
company anymore. We're entrepreneurs
who unite to do cool stuff.”

Donnelly said that while it may
sound cocky, nothing about the group is
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The four-man core of Pursuit Group consists of (from left) Scott Bianchi, Jim Kunevicius, Jim
Donnelly and Chris Trainor. According to Donnelly, all four are cut from the same cloth: They're
ambitious, innovative guys who refuse to be confined by traditional ways of thinking.

arrogant. “We don'’t aspire to be Hugh
McColl. We just want to have good lives
and make the things around us a little
better,” he said, explaining that means
preserving history, providing basic ser-
vices and offering spaces that are not
only unique for Charlotte but also note-
worthy for the nation and the world.
“There’s not a lot of history in Char-
lotte that’s easy to find so if you don't
save things like the Carolina Theatre
and the Grace A.M.E. Zion Church
you're going to end up with this beauti-

ful, shining city that doesn’t have heart
and soul,” he said. “There will come a
day when it gets harder to find the obvi-
ous (projects), but when we first got here
no one knew us, what we were doing or
what we could do. It’s totally flipped now
(and) T get calls every week from people
saying, ‘Here’s a good project.’

“There’s a long way to go before we
run out of cool projects in Charlotte.” 1

Visit www.pursuitgroupcharlotte.com
for more information.
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